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presented in these three volumes. It is much to be hoped that he may also 

add our only lacking chapter in the history of Egyptian cursive writing, 

namely, a volume on demotic, an undertaking on which I am told he is now 

engaged. 

James Henry Breasted 



DOCUMENTS OF MURASHU SONS OF NIPPUR 

Another volume of texts' by Professor Clay completes the Murashu 
archives dated in the reign of Darius II, with the exception of a number in 
the possession of private individuals (Preface, p. 7). A cursory reading 
of the texts revealed few which differ in content from those published in 
Vols. IX and X. The chief value of these documents, therefore, is to be 
found in the personal names which they contain, from which we are able to 
trace in some small degree the movements of the Indo-European and 
Hebrew-Aramean peoples in this period. Professor Clay acknowledges 
in his preface the help of Professor Torrey and Dr. Louis H. Gray in the 
identification of Persian names, and that of Professor Ranke, who was able 
to identify several Egyptian names. A number of Aramaic indorsements 
have been added to the list already published in the Harper memorial 
volumes. This addition to the documents from the time of Darius II 
should offer an inducement to someone to make a thorough study of the 
economic and social conditions of this period of history. 

TEMPLE ARCHIVES FROM THE CASSITE PERIOD 

Now that the date of the First Dynasty of Babylon seems to be fixed 
astronomically at 2225-1926 B.C. (see Kugler, Stemkunde, etc., II, 2, Heft 1), 
the gap between the end of that dynasty and the reign of Burna-Buriash again 
stretches over more than half a millennium. The documents from, or 
referring to, this obscure period are so few in number that scholars are ever 
on the lookout for any ray of light that may be shed upon it. It was hoped 
that the publication of more of the Nippur tablets might throw some light — 
indirect, to be sure, from the nature of the documents — upon the reigns pre- 
ceding that of Burna-Buriash. But the new volume^ of texts from the 
Cassite period, although rich in philological material, contains little 
of historical importance. Professor Clay was able to point to "several 
additional minor gains for the understanding of the chronology of the Cassite 
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